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This is in response to Mr. Gorma.nSmith’s memorandum of September 21,
1973, to Mr. Hollingsworth.

For the past year, the AEC has been izrvolvedwith the Departments of
Defense and Interior in planning for the return of Enewetak Atoll
to its original inhabitants. From October 1972 to February 1973,
the AEC conducted an extensive radiological sun.ey of the atoll
concurrent with a Department of Defense (DOD) engineering study.
This study and our survey will protide a basis for planning the
cleanup of the atoll. Further, the DOD and the DeparEaent of Interior
(DOI) are jointly preparing a single Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) for the cleanup and rehabilitation of Enewetak.

These activities are derived from a nutual agreement reeched by
representatives of the three agencies on September 7, i972. It was
agreed then that the AEC would fund :or and conduct a pre-cleanup
radiological survey and provide reccnendationa for accomplis-hing
cleanup; that the DOD would conduct a pre-cleanup eng=aering study,
fund for and accomplish the cleanup; and that the DOI would fund,
plan for, and carry out rehabilitation. It was further agreed that
the AEC, on a reimbursable basis, would provide radiological s’~port
to the DOD, as requested, during the cleanup operation. When cleanup
is complete, the AEC will carry out a radiological and bi 7
verification program to include periodic monitoring for an indefinite ‘
period.

Our radiological survey is now the pmlncipal AEC activity and will
provide the basis for the judgments and recommends-tionsfor cleanup
and rehabilitation now being prepared for Commission approval. The
Manager, Nevada Operations, with LLL’s Radiochemistry Ditision Leader
as his technical director, planned, organized, and carried out this
survey. The reduction of data from nearly 4,500 sazgles of soil,
water, fish, sea and land plants, air, animals, and birds is now
nearly complete with the final report of the survey sck.eduledto
be published November 1, 1973.
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The lifestyle of the Bnatak peopl. will be deeerlbed in datail
in the radi.obgical stsrwy report. Calculatlone of expomue to
poet-banwp raeidual radicmctitity, if any, till ba baaed em
this M.feetyl*. Purther, lb praparatloa of the Iifutyh
deecrlptiou haa aervmd to f.xswwlwethe ~~ in matters
affecting their remm to tbdr ~. Thqhave been wet
cooperative ad~toaseiat mtenlythe AECwrkbutkm~
range pksningbytha - and MX.

Tim Direator, Dlwlsfon of B~ & BmirmmmtaL Ruearck,
baa orgmdzd ● BadlolegicaZ b8ce8nm* I&wiaw Group uhic&fa
Cmq)osed of indimmaal.o not directly ilxvolved in the ●rwey d
whlchwixL ov9reee 811d@lltda~* eftbmsmey. The
membere of this group araa Dr. W P. k, Diwlsion of B~caA
and ??ti~ tal Ras9arck, ~; Mr. z. r. Mefhw, Ilimlaa of
Q)@rational Safaty; Dr. B. Shldu, Public -th Sem’ice;
Dr. C. L. W~, ~tal Proteex Agericy; Dr. R. B. Leaehnn,
Deparlmllt of llaf~; Dr. P. ?. cwtahon. Argon!oeziatlo8A kboratory;
Dr. c. R. Richmond, L08 ~ Scaumfic 14b9rato’ry;d Dr. A. L
Seymmr, TJnivereityaf Waehingtoa. TMa growp has bass ~g
the adequacy and efficiency of the msrwy data and their work
ie now nmly co@ats. It ia qtti tit ~~~ of
thfs group vUI be ganerally f~la as to %he completeneee of
the survey report.

The Direetor, lli~ion of Opratlmal Safety, ha forid ● Task
Group to prepare the recomeded julgalantm and ~ona
for Ccmld.a8i0nappzwal ● TMs Zask Group hssbeeat~titi
Che NV and LLL staff8 doeeet to @m eurvwy M IMll aa hMW3.edgubb
AEc staff (DMA, NunZ, DwT, DES) ● iateragenay staff (’DOB*Mn,
EPA), end ~ (’f’fPI, BEL). Ig is expeeted that the ~
jwigamenta aad ~tion8 win be fmwamied fez the ~ion’s
coneidmation by Dee*r 19 1973.
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